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in many respects more independent of the Brahmins
than the countries farther west. We have no evi-
dence that there was any large number of Brahmins-
settled in the country, which was inhabited by a
high-caste tribe, forming the Sakya clan. Mr. Beal,
the late translator of so many Chinese Buddhist
books, was of opinion that this very word " Sakya "
was sufficient evidence to show that the clan was of
Skythian, and therefore of Mongolian, origin. This
seems to me a very wide conclusion to draw from a
chance similarity of name, and also a very rash con-
clusion when so many details confirm the native
tradition that the clan, or at least its principal mem-
bers, was of Aryan descent. Its government was
certainly aristocratic. We find indeed, in the sixth .
century before Christ, in the valley of the Ganges, a
stage of social evolution very similar to that reached
in Greece at the time of Plato. With one or two
exceptions, kingdoms had not yet arisen. The
country was politically split up into small communi-
ties, governed under republican institutions, some
aristocratic, and some more democratic in character.
These were just beginning to lose their independence
by being merged into kingdoms formed by some
successful despot. The later legends represent the
Buddha as having been the son of such a king. But
this is distinctly contradicted by the earliest docu-